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EFFLORESCENCE 
 
 
Efflorescence  
 
Efflorescence appears as a white powdery residue on the surface of the stone. It is a 
common condition on new stone installations or when the stone is exposed to a large 
quantity of water, such as flooding. This powder is a mineral salt from the setting bed.  
The stone will continue to effloresce until it is completely dry. This drying process can 
take several days to as long as one year.  
 
Sub-florescence 
 
Sub-florescence is what happens when the mineral salts migrate and do not make it all 
the way to the surface. In the efflorescence condition above, the salts are deposited on the 
surface of the stone. In sub-florescence the salts crystallize just below the surface, 
causing stress within the pores of the stone. The result is a condition known as spalling 
which appears as pits in the surface of the stone. Sub-florescence is very common on 
green marbles and on almost all stone surfaces where de-icing salts are used. 
 


